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MD-DGS Congratulates
BARBARA TAGGER

2013 Harriet Ross Tubman 
Lifetime Achievement 

Award Winner
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STATE OF MARYLAND

13th Annual Harriet Ross Tubman Day of Remembrance
Honoring Harriet Ross Tubman Centennial

Friday, March 8, 2013
Maryland House of Delegates, Room  170, 11:00am-2:00pm, Annapolis, MD

Dedication: To Delegate Hattie Harrison, Delegate Ruth Kirk, Evelyn Townsend, Verna Day, Rachel Hall Brown 

Program

Welcome………………………………………………………………….....................………….............................  Ms. Henri Daniels

Reading of Governor’s Tubman Proclamation…………………………………........................…………….…….. Tony White
Director of Communications, Governor’s Office of Community Initiatives

Occasion………………………………………………………………………………………….........................................… Louis C. Fields 
Founder, Tubman Day in MD (2000)

Remarks……………………………………………………………............................. Members of Maryland General Assembly
Senator Richard Colburn, Delegates Adelaide Eckardt, Rudolph Kane, Jeannie Haddaway-Ricco, Adrienne Jones

Presentation of 2013 Harriet Ross Tubman Lifetime Award…………………..……...…………............... Louis C. Fields

Recipient……………………………………………………………..…………......... Ms. Barbara Tagger, NPS, Program Manager

Remarks
Secretary John Griffin, Maryland Department of Natural Resources
Secretary Alvin Collins, Maryland Department of General Services

Remarks
Patricia Ross Hawkins, Descendant of Harriet Ross Tubman
Rosemary Sadler, President, Ontario Black History Society, Toronto, Canada
Dr. Bradley Skelcher, Associate Provost, Delaware State University

Harriet Tubman Arrives…….................................................... Angela Roberts, Griot Association of MD, NPS
.............................................................................................  Edna Lawrence, Griot Association of MD

Remarks
Ms. Kimberly Dumpson, Esq, CFRE, Vice-President, Institutional Advancement, University of Maryland-Eastern Shore
Dr. LaVonne Leslie Jackson, Professor of African American History, Howard University
Dr. Dale Greenwood Green, Assistant Professor, Chair, Historic Preservation Program, Morgan State University

Closing Remarks……………................… Louis C. Fields President, African American Tourism Council of MD, Inc. 

Acknowledgements:  WEAA Radio 88.9fm, UMES, Power Magazine, Vivian Rahim, DHCD, AT&T, DGS, DBED, 
DNR, AARP-MD, Visit Baltimore, Baltimore County Tourism Office and all who participated and supported this 
Maryland’s Women  History Month. 
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BARBARA TAGGER
Recipient of the 2013 Harriet Ross Tubman Lifetime Achievement Award

EMAIL:  Barbara_Tagger@nps.gov

 Ms. Tagger spoke on Harriet Tubman on Harriet Tubman on C-Span on October 5, 2011. See 
African American and the Civil War, Association for the Study of African-American Life and 
History.

For over 30 years Barbara Tagger has served as a historian within the Division of Interpretation and 
Education at the National Park Service (NPS).  She is presently serving as the Park Manager for the 
Selma to Montgomery Voting Rights March of 1965 National Historic Trail in Selma, Alabama.  
Barbara Tagger serves as a historian in the Division of Interpretation and Education of the National 
Park Service (NPS) Southeast Region office located in Atlanta, Georgia.  

Previously, Ms. Tagger is also on a special detail duty assignment with the Department of Natural Resources, Maryland Park 
Service, and is acting as the interim project manager for the Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad State Park (HTUGRR) 
Initiative.  As a part of this collaboration, Barbara is assisting with the planning and development of the interpretive exhibits, 
overseeing the development of interpretive publications, programming, educational activities, and multimedia programs as well as 
representing the National Park Service and the Maryland Park Service as a community relations liaison for the state park. 

As a professional research historian and preservationist, she has taken part in the creation, development, and management of 
several park units in the national park system.  These park units include the Martin Luther King, Jr. National Historic Site (1982-
1990); the Selma to Montgomery Voting Rights March National Historic Trail (1991-1993); the Tuskegee Airmen National 
Historic Site (1998-1999); and the National Underground Railroad Network to Freedom Program (1992- present).  Moreover, 
Barbara has been recruited as a specialized historic preservation and interpretive advisor for a variety of special resource studies, 
national historic landmark studies, and newly developed park units.  She, furthermore, had the distinct privilege of serving as the 
acting superintendent for the Tuskegee Institute National Park, Selma to Montgomery Voting Rights National Historic Trail, and 
Tuskegee Airmen National Historic Site (October 2009).

Besides her duties as a research historian for the National Park Service, Barbara has acted as Instructor of History at Morehouse 
College, Clark Atlanta University, and Emory University where she taught courses in World History, African American History, 
United States History, and American Studies respectively.  She has lectured extensively throughout the United States and 
the Caribbean (U.S. Virgin Islands; Bahamas Islands) on a variety topics pertaining to African American history and historic 
preservation.  She has spoken to community organizations, educational institutions, and governmental agencies on a wide range of 
themes related to, historic preservation, National Park Service programs and career opportunities.  Moreover, Barbara has written 
numerous articles and essays on the historic preservation and interpretation of African American history that has appeared in 
National Park Service and professional publications.  

These works include: “The Beauty of Sweet Auburn”; “They Came to Fight: An Overview of the Black Civil War Soldier 
in Vicksburg, Mississippi”; “Bound for the Promised Land: The Underground Railroad Network to Freedom Program”; and 
“Interpreting African American Women’s History through Historic Landscapes, Structures, and Commemorative Sites”.  

In addition to the numerous outstanding and special achievement honors she has collected throughout her professional career, 
in October 2002, Barbara received the coveted William C. Everhart award for her sustained achievements in interpretation and 
fostering an appreciation of cultural and historic heritage within the National Park Service.

Aside from her work as a professional historian and preservationist, Barbara has volunteered her services in developing 
interpretive programs and exhibits on the African American experience for the African American Panoramic Experience (APEX) 
Museum, the Auburn Avenue Research Library on African Culture and History in Atlanta, Georgia; she also served as a founding 
member of the DeKalb County Historic Preservation Commission. As a doctoral student at Emory University, Barbara was 
selected to attend a three-week seminar in London, England to study the English Heritage Program, a cultural heritage and historic 
preservation program managed by the British government.

Ms. Tagger earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in United States History and Political Science at Howard University, Washington, 
D.C (1980); a Master of Arts Degree in United States History with a specialization in African American History at Atlanta 
University (1984).  She attended Emory University, Atlanta, GA as a doctoral student (ABD) in the Institute of Liberal Arts 
Program, specializing in urban history, African American Studies and historic preservation.
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